
Q: What is an SAS?
A:  It’s simply a schedule of assessed standards: when various standards (and, 
in ELA, genres of text and writing types) will be assessed on ANet interim 
assessments. We like abbreviations.

Q: Is that the same as a scope and sequence?
A: No, and it’s darned confusing that they have the same abbreviation! The 
SAS is not a curriculum: It doesn’t tell you in what order to teach standards 
or how to teach them. In math, for example, ANet interims assess the major 
work of the grades, but they aren’t exhaustively comprehensive. And in ELA 
speaking and listening literacy skills are among the standards not assessed.

Q: Do I have to teach the standards in the order listed on the SAS?
A: No. To get the most instructional insight from the assessments, you’d want 
to have taught the standards (and, in ELA, genres and writing types) on each 
interim during the preceding period. This is what we like to call “alignment.” 
But the specific order remains up to you and your instructional team.

Q: But what if I haven’t gotten to some standards? I might decide to push 
back teaching certain things based on classroom circumstances. My 
students’ scores will suffer!
A: That’s okay.

Q: That’s easy for you to say! How is that okay?
A: This question is really about the purpose of the assessments. We want 
to be very clear: They aren’t summative tests appropriate for evaluation. 
Misalignments—things assessed but not taught—are inevitable. We work 
hard to align things as well as possible, but we’re talking about kids, not 
assembly-line widgets: Stuff happens. You’ll want to focus on the standards 
you have taught students to get information about what they know and 
where they struggled.

Q: Won’t they be used for evaluation anyway?
A: They shouldn’t be. They weren’t designed for that, and they’re not well 
suited for it. The information they provide only tells a coherent story in the 
context of what’s going on with specific classrooms and students.
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