
 

 

 

Analyzing Student Work for Actionable Trends 
 

Purpose:  Follow an approach to efficiently analyze student math work in order to understand students’ thinking 

and identify gaps in skills and knowledge in order to take targeted action.  

 

Objectives: 

 Analyze student work in order to understand students’ thinking and identify gaps in skills and knowledge   

 Create a plan to take targeted action to support students’ skills and knowledge  

 

Materials: 

 Math task and student work (8-10 samples from a cross-section of your class is preferable) 

 Grade-level Common Core Math Standards 

 Standards for Math Practice 

 
Actions: 

1. Understand the standard and the task.  Start by stepping into students’ shoes and completing the task. 
Then, look at the math content and practice standards to identify which standards are most directly 
assessed through this task.  

1. What are students actually being asked to do in this task? 
2. Which standards are being assessed through this task? 

2. Set the criteria for student work.  With your team, identify what you would expect to see in student work 
that is: 

• Meeting expectations 
• Approaching expectations 
• Far below the standard 

3. Analyze and sort student work into buckets.  Review each student work sample and sort it by these 
categories (i.e. Meeting expectations, Approaching expectations, and Far below the standard). 

4. Review each bucket for trends.  Identify patterns of success or need, specifically in relation to the standards 
this task addresses.   

• For each bucket, what does the work show about student understanding and misconceptions?  Is 
there a trend in what’s holding them back?   

5. Come up with a targeted plan for your students.  Review the trends you’ve identified and think through 
next steps.  

• Which of these things is “actionable” - something we can control and take action on? 
• What will be the most important thing to focus on to move each group forward? Name one 

specific next step.  
• How will you target this gap in your planning and instruction? 

http://www.corestandards.org/Math/
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Practice/

